Czech Gripens upgraded to carry improved Sidewinder 
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The Swedish Defence Materiel Administration (FMV) has paid for the modifications to 14 Saab Aerospace JAS 39C/D Gripen multirole fighter aircraft leased to the Czech Republic, Jane's has learned. 

According to defence industry sources, the FMV and Saab Aerospace introduced the changes to Gripen software and wingtip pylons to allow the aircraft to use the Raytheon AIM-9M8/9 Sidewinder short-range air-to-air missile in service with the air element of the Army of the Czech Republic (ACR). 

The aircraft, as delivered to the ACR, were fitted for the third-generation AIM-9L in service with the Royal Swedish Air Force. 

"The M version of the Sidewinder has greater sensitivity in the seeker and the Swedes had to lower the noise threshold in order to enable Gripen pilots to lock onto targets," an industry source told Jane's. 

Upgrade work on the ACR Gripen aircraft has only been completed recently but neither the source nor the Czech Ministry of Defence (MoD) would provide an exact date. 

According to the source, the AIM-9M version has increased resistance to flare countermeasures and during testing it proved able to remain on target despite the deployment of flares. 

Additional modifications to the ACR Gripen's electronics suite includes upgraded software provided by the US Department of Defense (DoD) to the FMV that optimises the ability of the aircraft to acquire targets and better determine ballistic ranges. 

The ACR took delivery of 80 Raytheon AIM-9M8/9 Sidewinder missiles in late December 2005, increasing its inventory of the missile to 100. The first 20 missiles were delivered in November 2002 to arm ACR Aero Vodochody L-159A advanced light combat and training aircraft that were used to help provide air cover for the Prague NATO summit. 

The industry source maintains that the ACR will soon receive the AIM-9M software from the US DoD to help upgrade 24 L-159A aircraft remaining in active service. 

The FMV also introduced additional software and hardware upgrades to the ACR Gripen aircraft, adding a NATO-standard Link 16 datalink as well as software enabling the aircraft to carry and fire the latest-generation Raytheon AIM-120C advanced medium-range air-to-air missile ordered by the Czech MoD in October 2005. 
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